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I.—Fore1an POLITICS. 4 | 


Referring to the recent attitude of Russia in re ard to Afghan- Rozvama-1-Muxap- 


istan, as described in the English press, the ‘x fen 


Besiss cigeemey: Roznama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of sept. th, 1902. 


the 8th September says that whenever Russia undertakes a difficult task she 
fulfils it with great cunning. She challenges her enemy on one side, while with 
all her dexterity and skill she secures her object in another direction. Russia's 
‘mediate concern is obviously not Afghanistan. The difficulty which she 
wants to create in this direction is only meant to engage England’s attention, 
so that she may be free to fulfil her design in Persia with ease and smoothly. 
9. The Httavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th September has the following :— Arravat, 
A quarrel seems about to break out between Sept. 12th, 1902. 

The present relations between Fnoland and France regarding Siam, Each Power | 
ee views with jealousy the doings of the other in i 
respect of that country. But as the two Powers cannot, under their treaty of | 
1896, enter into open hostility, they are having recourse to duplicity in their 
dealings with each other. England is making its new ally, Japan, do in 
Siam what she cannot, in virtue of that treaty, herself do in that country. 
She is inciting Japan to do what will detract from the prestige of France in 
Siam. Already, Siamese troops are receiving their training from Japanese 
officers and the King of Siam is preparing for a visit to Japan. 

According to the Russian press, all this is happening at the instigation 
of England. That press is openly saying that Kngland’s attitude has 
made it indispensable for France to make warlike preparations, and . 
that if a war actually breaks out between England and france on the 4 
Siamese question, Russia will openly side with the latter Power. Some 
people fear that if a war breaks out, Russia will avail herself of the 
opportunity to clear her way to India through Siam. This fear may be 
groundless ; but it is clear that Russia is seeking for an opportunity to pick a 
quarrel with England. Otherwise, it would not precisely at this moment 
raise the question of stationing an Ambassador at Kabul. ‘The Russian press 
says that as in consequence of the extension of the Russian Central Asia 
Railway up to the very frontier of Afghanistan, daily intercourse between 
Russian and Afghan subjects on the frontier is increasing, it 1s necessary that 
Russia should have an Ambassador at Kabul. According to a Russian paper, 
the Russian Government is said to have informed England that it would 
henceforward be obliged to establish closer relations with Afghanistan. 
That may not be a fact, but from the rumours afloat one can easily see what 
the intentions of the Russian Government are. 


I].—Home* ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police, 


3. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the «sais: visanv- 
10th September says that the existing police has a PRIYA-0- 


thousand faults. If therefore a reform is really Parana, 


intended to be effected in it, the Police Commission’s enquiries should be mainly Sept. 10th, 1902. 
directed towards the finding out of these faults, But the manner in which the 
Commission is doing its work makes it extremely doubtful whether it will be 
able to collect evidence regarding the faults, The Commiesion has as yet 
examined no respectable leader of the native community who knows the doings 
and movements of the police. It has received the evidence of only those who 
may be called guardians or patrons of the police, 
It is strange and inconceivable why respectable natives and true 
representatives of the country are not being examined by the Commission. 
It can get much information from the native papers also. But, alas, officials do 
not mind them! 
4. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 11th September learns from its , ee 
Gon ini ie he eal contemporary of the Som Prakas that through the gout. 114, 1909, 
gence of a serang. fault of the scrang of a steamer belonging to Hoare, 
- Miller & Co., plying on the Calcutta-Santipur 
line, a number of cows were drowned in the waves raised by the steamer in the 


The Police Commission, 
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M1 HIR-O-SUDHsKaR, 
Sept. 12th, 1902. 


NiHaB, 
Sept. 16th, 1902. 
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ANANDA BaZaR 

PaTRika, 


Sept. 10th, 1902, 


JYOTI, 
Bept. 11th, 1902, 


BakisalL H1TalsHi, 
Sept. 1ith, 1902. 


_ the present judicial officers of Barisal do not make this consideration for parties; 
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Hooghly below Santipur. In spite of the request of a servant of the Company, 
the serang purposely neglected to take such slight precaution as would have 
saved the lives of the cows. But serangs are almost always Musalmans, and 
they have therefore no consideration for cows. Sometime ago the inhabitants 
of Rajshahi town gave a good thrashing to the ‘halasts of a steamer for having 
killed a cow. It is such medicine as this that can rouse serangs to a proper 
sense of the value of the lives of dumb animals. The Deputy Magistrate of 
Ranaghat should look to the matter. The Santipur people should take such 
steps in this matter as will compel the Steamer Company to punish the offender, 

5. A correspondent of the Mthir-o-Sudhakar Calcutta} of the 12th 
September, writing from Malda, says that now 
The Malda lady doctor's case. that the case of the lady doctor of Malda has 
been re-opened, an investigation ought to be made by the detective police, 
Such an investigation will lead to many revelations about the origin, &,, 
of the case. 

6. A correspondent of the Nihar [Contai] of the 16th September says 

i a aa ae that every = wf 0 pe of mon oy oe 
ealigation Of wolawiul cattle: pargana within the Contai subdivision of the Midna- 
ee eT cade district and their plough-cattle have to cross 
and recross the embankment between the dak bungalow, which is situate near the 
Barju river, and the Balighai village for the purpose of cultivating the fields 
which lie beyond it. But for some years past a certain inhabitant of the Bajbajia 
village within the Keoramal pargana has been realising a fee of four annas 
r head of cattle crossing the embankment on the plea that he has taken a 
ease of it for the purpose of producing grass. It is doubtful whether the man 
speaks the truth, because the embankment, which is in most parts filled with 
filthy matter, does not grow enough grass to induce a man to take a lease of 
it. Besides this, cattle belonging to people other than cultivators are allowed 
to freely graze on it. 

Again, the fee for taking a cow across the Barju river at the Barju ferry- 
ghat is two pice. But when a cow is taken from the northern bank of the 
river to the southern bank, the local chaukidar realises a fee of two annas as it 
reaches the dék bungalow on the ghat. He explains his action by saying that it 
is the fee for taking the animal across Government’s land. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


7. The Sré Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
ai Sabie ; 10th September says that when es ne ged 
Gaeta AE Toor and men of Jessore went to pay their homage to the 
ee Lieutenant-Governor pall 4 His Honour’s recent 
visit to that town, he asked Mr. Delevingne, its Magistrate, to introduce them 
tohim. Mr. Delevingne said that he did not know them all, as he had come to 
Jessore only a few days before. On this His Honour is reported to have said, 
‘¢ Why are you then here?” But the faultis not Mr. Delevingne’s. It is the 
fault of the present system of Government, Magistrates, in the past, knew it to 
be their duty to mix with the people. But it is very probable that most of the 
present race of Magistrates believe that it is their duty not to be acquainted 
with the people. | 
8. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 11th September complains that the 
ele Second Subordinate Judge and the Second Munsif 
fi © Judicial officers of Chitta- of Chittagong are always eager to strike off cases, 
and do actualiy strike them off, if the plaintiff or 
their pane make the least delay 1n putting in appearance when their cases are 
called. Such haste and impatience do not become a Judge, and it is huped the 
judicial officers mentioned will mend their ways. ae 
9. The Barisal Hitaishi | Barisal] of the 11th September says that it 18 
p f _, impossible for a judicial officer to finish, in the course 
Bariatien © 8 ™ of the day, all the cases which come up before him 
| jeach day. Most of them have therefore to be post- 
oved. But if the postponement orders are given just after the sitting of the 
Jourt, parties can be saved a great deal of trouble and expenditure. The late 
6th Munsif of Barisal, T'arapada Babu, used to work on this principle. But all 
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who are kept waiting the whole day and are then informed that their cases 
are postponed. sig re 
udement which has been delivered by the Hon'ble 
gna ws Perla "J cntlan Burkitt of the Allahabad High Court in 
Lala Someswar Dass case. = =» T_oJa Someswar Das’s 8 the gee ts Pe pened, 
11th September says that there was no evidence of a breach of peace 
ile the head-constatie of Police, who was present on the spot, said that 
ublic tranquillity had not been endangered. Lala Someswar Das was not 
present at the scuffle which had taken | pew over the flower-plants whilet the 
complainant himself did not ene of having been pushed by any man. The 
simple matter would have ended in nothing had not a white man been involved 
in it. When a respectable man like Lala Someswar Das can be brought to 
such a pass, the fate of common people placed in similar circumstances can be 
easily imagined. A monster meeting should be called in Allahabad to petition 
the Lieutenant Governor in this matter ; else all the rich people in the country 


ld their rented houses to the ground. ; | 
_ ae The Hitavadt [Calcutta | of the 12th September writes as follows:— 


: Bas What the particular tie or interest is which 
gg gt vor Mi binds the Deputy Magistrate, Maulvi Bazlal Karim, 
Lahiri. and the pleader, Babu Mahendra Nath Lahiri, to 
each other are known only to themselves. We have, however, for a long time, 
observed certain facts in that connection, and we leave it to Government and 
the general public to draw from them what inferences they like :— 

(1) Before the Maulvi was posted to Sealdah, Mahendra Babu never 
came to that place and was not known to gr bese there. 

(2) Mahendra Babu began to come to Sealdah immediately after the 
Maulvi’s arrival at the place. 

(3) On the application of Mahendra Babu, the Maulvi grants bail to 
persons who were refused bail the very preceding day when bail 
had been applied for by some other pleader. : 

(4) An accused parda-nishin, who is refused permission toduy to be 
represented by a mukhtar, is granted that permission the very 
next day on the application of Mahendra Babu. 

(5) From the attitude of Mahendra Babu it seems that he has means of 
knowing beforehand the Maulvi’s impression in regard to a 
particular case and he wrings money out of clients by holding 
out to them hopes of success. . 

(6) In the latter end of 19900 great scandal was caused by the Maulvi’s 
relations with Mahendra Babu. The matter was severely com- 
mented upon in this paper as well as in the Bengalee newspaper. 
Owing to this, the Maulvi removed Mahendra Babu from 
Sealdah, so that the latter did not appear there for about a year 
and-a-half. It is clear from this that the Maulvi was alarmed 
and that his conduct in regard to Mahendra Babu had not heen 
right, Had it not been so, Mabendra Babu would never have 

_ __ agreed to give up his lucrative practice at Sealdah. 

(7) When the agitation died away, Mahendra Babu again began to 
make his appearance at Sealdah. This time he first began to 
appear in the Court of Babu Harish Chandra, and when he had 
established a practice there, he slowly and silently crept again 
into the Maulvi’s Court. 

(8) Whether because of the fact of bis befriending Mahendra Babu or 
for some other reason, Babu Harish Chandra became a great 
favourite with the Maulvi. In the affair of Babu Hemendra 
Nath Mitra, the Maulvi defended the conduct of Harish Babu 
and he has procured for him the power of sitting singly. 
Almost all cases are made over to Harish Babu in preference to 
all other ae weg Magistrates. Cases under section 140 are 
beyond Mahendra Babu’s jurisdiction, but even these cases are 
made over to him for enquir 
that all this is intended to fill Mafendra Babu’s pocket. 

(9) Mahendra Babu does not. get even a single case in the Court of any 
other Honorary Magistrate except Harish Babu. 


-. keople cannot help suspecting 


BASUMATI, 
Sept. llth, 1902, 


HITAVADI, 
Sept. 12th, 1902. 
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7. draw the attention of Sir John Woodburn as well as of the District 
Magistrate, Mr. Moore, to these points which will enable them to realise the 
lawlessness that prevails at Sealdah. We are prepared to prove that these 


charges are true to the letter. 


As we have no wish to give any occasion for the usual charge against the 
native press on the score of its proclivity to indulgence in abuse without bring. 
ing forward proof, we will here quote chapter and verse :— 

One Shaikh Panchu of Jaunbazar accused one Aziran Bibi and two males 
under sections 323 and 504 of the Indian Penal Code. Summonses were 
issued, in obedience to which the two men appeared on the 22nd July last to 
answer the charge, and Aziran Bibi filed an application through the mukhtar, 
Babu Trailokya Nath Majumdar, stating that she was a parua-nishin. and 
requesting permission to be represented by her husband and the said mukhfar. 
On this application the following orders were passed by the Maulvi:— 
‘‘Heard the parties. Refused. Warrant on bail of Rs. 200, and P. R. of 
Rs. 200, for 28th.” 

Aziran Bibi’s husband was driven to sore straits Finding no other alter- 
native he went to Mahendra Babu and sought his aid. Mahendra Babu 
appeared the very next day with an application for permission to his client to 
be represented by him. Now, this was the order that the Mauivi passed on 
this second application presented through Mahendra Babu :— 


‘‘ Heard the parties. I think the woman Aziran Bibi being represented 
to be a parda-nishin may be allowed to appear by a duly authorised agent 
until further order. Stay warrant against her. 


Sd. B. Karr, 


The 23rd July 1902.” Deputy Magistrate, Sealdah, 

Great minded Sir John Woodburn, what more proof would you have? 
Ruler of Bengal, is not such desecration of the Judicial bench in your capital 
a thing discreditable to you also? ‘‘ Being represented to be a parda-nishin” 
indeed! As if the fact had not been represented the day before! What 
wonder is it that people should after this bring over Mahendra Babu to 
Sealdah and pay him at the rate of Rs. 100 per day ? 

Nor can we here pass over in silence the Maulvi’s proceedings the other 
day in the case Chaturbhuj versus Golak Roy and others. Whenever any case 
other than a police case is presented before the Maulvi, he passes the stereo- 
typed order:—‘‘ Doubtful. Produce evidence on the— .’ It should be 
noted that in this case though the plaintiff was represenied by Mr. Woodroffe, 
junior, good care was taken to engage also the services of Mahendra Babu, 
On their application the Maulvi issued, under section 420 of the Indian Penal 
Code, a non-bailable warrant against the accused, although offences under that 
section are bailable under the law. Another noteworthy fact in this connec- 
tion is that although the piaintiff’s counsel asked for permission to withdraw 
his case, the Maulvi withheld permission for several days and detained the 
accused in custody. 

It was not by the press that exception was first taken to the Maulvi’s 
relations with Mahendra Babu. So far back as the 17th November 1900, 
Babu Janakinath Ghosal, an Honorary Magistrate of Sealdah, addressed a 
letter to Mr. Allen, the then District Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, represent- 
ing that Mahendra Babu was in the habit of driving with the Maulvi in the 
Jatter’s carriage, that he used to sit in the Deputy Magistrate’s private chamber 
and settle terms with his clients. 

11. The same paper says that though it has done its best not to be 
biased against Babu Harish Chandra Neogi, 
Honorary Magistrate of Sealdah, and has tried to 
forget the censure passed upon him on one occasion 
hy Mr. Justice Pratt and the fact that, in a certain case, he had his judgment 
drawn up by a pleader named Hem Chandra Rai, it has failed to find 
anything Bh MARE 3 s in Harish Babu’s conduct as an Honorary Magistrate. 
In the receut appeal in the case in which Harish Babu had convicted a pleader 
of contempt of Court and fined him Rs. 5, the District Magistrate of the 
24-Parganas, who heard the appeal, characterised the Honorary Magistrate’s 


Babu Harish Chandra Neogy, 
Honorary Magistrate of Sealdah. 
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conduct as ‘‘irregular, illegal and di ” + 
onich were ebtered b “ fale Beer’ ye ie Da eqyacian the falsehoods 
truth was suppressed by him, the Magistrate had as ae J nl to 
stigmatise his conduct as he did. That a man like hi ul vate px ba 
an Honorary Magistrate is a misfortune to ‘a. some im co hae appointed 
native community, and a circumstance which tarnish try, a disgrace to the 
rule. Men like Harish Chandra are never siinmad f he eS 6 
never hesitate to unjustly blame others in order to ‘ i . oe eeers 
to oppress the weak peu f flatter the strong, and ag ee ae 
themselves all in all in this world, In item ti ned) eapadlbig 26 consider 
Babu felt no hesitation in calling his fellow-M ek, on en 
who witnessed his treatment of the accused ct a li — Seo 
punished by Government for having submitted a fal * id a 
It is also necessary that in this connection Go nse CIE * 
a Commission to enquire into the doings of the Sealdah Pol S Cass Meee 
trate. Such an enquiry will bring much secret to light Police Court Magis- 
one man does another's marketing, how justice 1s a Ms Ghesegenme dlr sd 
sdmintateabion 1a entvied om, na ies conan te administered, how executive 
12. The same paper says:—Mukhiars snctice tr ily 
Lawlessnes criminal courts E 2 tae BBs lawyers in all 
s at Sealdah. ur in British India, and 1 
reserved for Maulvi Bazlal Kari Pegg Pig a 
adviser, Babu Harish Chandra Neogy, to requi th a See Se, ee 
case the permission of the Court to act as aah ary age cca lest rtd 
such under a license obtained by them to re uir me precy practise as 
sion in every case ie nothing but an attempt 4 * em to obtain such permis- 
fiable assertion of authority. We have oo ukht am oe oe Sa 
Count of thee Distelse Fleas of the 24 Paceeann ith ne Se aren Oe 
It was Babu Harish Chandra who aaa a ont aoe Spee perenne 
poor mukhtars, and the practice of the hench 2 a oe 
chief himself, so that when on the lst August “ — was soon adopted by the 
sion for the mukhtar, Biharilal Po tc to oe ag Manuel asked permis- 
in 0 plestlcubée suis, ths GUT Os0 Thad es appear in conjunction with him 
should ~ the permission asked for. Th ‘“r consider whether or not he 
being all seskBéere in his Court down on a . aulvi’s object probably was to 
ude eee ee eir knees by thus publicly insulting 
ong before sending Babu H . 
Chandra began to insult the lawyers mene Mitra to haat, Babu Harish 
sections 352 and 323 of the Indian sah — in his Court. Jn cases under 
cross-examine witnesses. In the course of : he would not allow them to 
ordered the sakiéer, Babu Purna — — hearing of. a certain case he 
ee was spared the disgrace only in c > oo Se eee we See See Woe 
cp Be yg fellow-Magistrate Babu are ~‘ P inca 
ish Babu ever and j dra Biswas. Besi 
ey ey ey yeep ogg es 
ion you.’ From the airs that thi of Court.” “I warn von,” 
one would take hi . at this Honorary Magis 7 om 
himself. im to be a higher judicial ety rh oe Lond Chenealio. 
nit po mmes o je . fact that even oy frequent. solicitatio t th | 
i. redecessors ions to the Tw}? 
Sl onli Suri By ea ot 
n Honorary Magistrat e Maulvi’s favour he has n 
singly. It would have bee e and has even obtained the po f si a 
to the utmost an saibacthy strange indeed if he did not os age poe 
a Purna Babu as 2 mca % by such Bont Pasa yy court. "Besides 
agchi, with a proceeding. It was al meirees te agen eneiter, Henan! 
so at the remonstrance of Apurva Babu 


ractised at Sealdah and eve 
onorary Magistrates wi A eee ae mee Count 

contempt of e saa ph et oe themselves liable ‘© ‘ etins & . 
guards, 1g Cc g themselves called “carters, sweepers, thn 

nno t thi . 
body not to appear trfore him. For a fey days Hara Bebu and bis 
| ; . , e ° & 
were both held back by fear of a pablie her beagle Eiges ool eae 
' gS 


HITavaDI!I, 
Sept. 12th, 1902. 
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Dacca PrakasH, 
ssept. 14th, 1902. 


PRATIVASI, 


Sept. 15th, 1902. 
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of the kind took place the Maulvi n to thunder against the mukhiare and 
characterise their strike as “carters’ strike,” ‘‘mehters’ strike.” Not content 
with this he issued orders to his kar not to accept applications presented 
by the mukhiars who had made this strike if they did not humbly apo) 
The order was obeyed and thus deprived of their bread, the mukhtars ate humble 
pie. The Maulvi had already threatened Babu Biharilal Chandra with a 
et He was therefore the first to give way and other mukhtars 
ollowed suit. We had no idea that such lawlessness was possible in British 
India. Those who did not submit written apologies on the first day were 
made to do so on stamped paper of the value of 8 annas. Under what law 
did the Maulvi exact this Court-fee? Does not things like these call for an 
agg A ? We simply ask for an enquiry. What is the District Magistrate 
Mr. Moore, doing? Can he not just pay a visit to Sealdah and inspect every- 
thing with his own eyes. Hold a proper investigation and give us an 
opportunity of bringing forward proofs, and we undertake to prove that both 
aulvi Bazlal Karim and the Honorary Magistrate, Babu Harish Chandra 
Neogy, are unfit for the office of a Magistrate. 

“The Maulvi declares that it was at the instigation of certain interested 
pleaders that the mukhtars entered upon this strike. But we have seen the 
names of distinguished pleaders like Babus Abinash Chandra Basu and Navin 
Chandra Mukhopadhyaya in the written compact, and they are men who are 
not likely to be fed or influenced by anybody. 

13. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 14th September says that Babu 
; _.,  Tarapada Chatterji, the Mumsif of Munshiganj, in 
Pee ae ~ beg Munshigan) m the Dacca district, has ruled that muharrirs in the 
ee employ of pleaders shall not file papers, documents, 
&c., in his Court for their pleaders, nor shall a pleader do the same for a fellow 
practitioner. Besides this, he has ordered that all papers, documents, &c., 
should be submitted before his arrival in Court. The Muneif has within a 
short period made himeelf — oppressive to those who come in contact with 
him in his official capacity. Sometime ago he created a scandal by. instituting 
proceedings against two muharrirs. It is surprising that he has forgotten the 
scandal so soon. 
14, The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 15th September has the following :— 
eed 2 ee . ‘ A great et has =. What’s in a name.” 
Pare OF vo ut we see there is much in a name. While the 
Se newspapers of to-day are writing about the un- 
entlemanly conduct, favouritism and improper act of Bazlal Karim, Police 
i istrate of Sealdah, we read the following in an old newspaper about one 
Bazlul Karim :— | 
‘‘For the past few weeks, the Medini newspaper has been publishing some 
very serious charges against Maulvi Bazlul Karim, Deputy Magistrate in charge 
of the Ghatal subdivision of the Midnapore district. Bazlul Karim is the son 
of Baka Ulla, a retired Inspector of the Hooghly Thagi police. At the time of 
Baka Ulla’s retirement, his son, Bazlul, was reading in the Calcutta Medical 
College. He, however, failed at the third year’s examination and gave up his 
medical studies. It is no wonder that a man, whose general education did not 
extend beyond the Entrance standard, should disgrace his rank as a Deputy 
Magistrate. When week before last, we published the letter of Babu Ram 
Gopal Ghosh, pleader of Ghatal, we had doubts in our minds about the fact of 
a siden officer committing such oppressions as he was alleged to have 
committed. But our doubts have been removed on a perusal of what has, week 
after week, appeared in the Medini newspaper. The principal charges against 
the Maulvi Saheb are that he is a drunkard, a licentious man and given to insult- 
ing witnesses in Court, &c. A correspondent of the Education Gazette wrote:— 
" Maulvi Bazlul Karim is always attempting to outrage the chastity of women 
within his jurisdiction, nay, when he arrives at a village in the course of 
tours, the villagers look = his arrival as a calamity and fly in all directions, 
and people having handsome wives are alarmed beyond measure,” The 


Medint, too, is every week publishing innumerable instances of Bazlul Karim’s 
per with a prosecution, and, 
ave now found the courage 


licentiousness. The latter threatened the mete 2 
in reply, the last issue of the Medini wrote :—“* We 
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which we lacked a little time ago, and we mks bold to say that most of the 


‘<h have been brought against him can be proved in an enquiry. 
ay er honk the idea ‘that ‘our meek fellow-subjects should continue to 


suffer for want ofa little courage on our part. We ‘challenge Bazlul Karim 
to institute proceedings against us,” or 

We firmly believe that this Bazlul Karim is not the Bazlal Karim of 
Sealdah. 


15, The residents of the villages Kespur, Garaipur, Kalagram, Thaur, Mepis Banvuay, 


Kanpur, Uchahar, Majirhati and Mahisda in the 

A Sub-Registry. office in the Midnapore district, writing in the Medint Bandhav 

Ac OP [Midnapore] of the 15th September draw the 

attention of Mr. Luson, District Registrar of Midnapore, to the inconvenience 

and hardships which they have to suffer in consequence of the Kespur Sub- 

Registry office being located in Anandapur instead of in Kespur itself, and 
request him to transfer the office to the latter village. 


(d)—Educatwn. 


16. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
10th September has the following:— _ 

The recommendations of the Careful readers of the report of the Education 
tmasenseme came ne ~ Commission cannot fail to be struck with the 
evidence contained in that document of the profound erudition possessed by 
that distinguished body and of the unbounded love and goodwill which they 
bear to the people of India. Although Indian parents and guardians are 
tolerably satistied with the sort of education which, under the existing arrange- 
ments, their sons and wards find it possible to acquire, still the Commission are 
unable to share that satisfaction, for what, they desire is that the degree- 
holders of the Indian Universities should one and all be eminent masters of 
learning. Who is there in this country so utterly devoid of intelligence and 
imagination as not to appreciate this noble intention of the Commission and 
feel grateful to them for it? Under the existing rule the pass mark in 
English at the Entrance examination is 33 per cent of the total number of 
marks allotted to that subject. The Commission have noticed with pain and 
concern that the knowledge of English possessed by boys who have succeeded in 
passing that examination is very small, and they will not be satisfied until they 
find such boys not only proficient in English, but also able to pronounce 
English words like Englishmen. That is why they propose that as regards 
English native boys of 14 or 15 years of age should acquire this two-fold 
qualification, What solicitude for improving the education of Indian boys! 

Some people might say thut English being a foreign language must appear 
very difficult to an Indian, that to learn it well would prove a very arduous 
task to a native boy of 14 or 15 years of age, and that his knowledge of 
English would, as a matter of course, go on increasing with his increase of age, 
The acquisition of a complete mastery of the English language or the abilit 
to pronounce English words like Englishmen can never be the principal object 
of life. There have been many learned and w'se men who did not know 
English. Asa people, the Japanese, for instance, possess no knowledge of 
English, and yet they are not inferior to Englishmen either in learning or 
intelligence. Scotchmen as well as Americans are unable to pronounce English 
words in the way they are pronounced by Englishmen, but are they, on that 
account, inferior to Englishmen in any respect? The highest and the best 
works of learning and intelligence-—the six systems of Indian philosophy and 
the Bhagavatgita—were produced by the Indians before the advent of English- 
men in this country, and the writers were unacquainted with the English 
language and literature. Under these circumstances, it is not at all clear why 
native boys of tender years are going to be saddled with a hea burden by 
being thus required to become proficient ia English, The existing system of 

English education has already lowered the vitality of Indian boys, and if the 
recommendations of the Commission are adopted, the injury to the people’s 
health will be seriously aggravated. 

Now those that talk in this way must be ungrateful and unsympathetic 
people. The Commission are not prepared to argue with them. Thefr object 
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is a noble one, namely, doing good to the Indian students, and for the attain. 
ment of that object they have formulated certain proposals, It is the duty of 
the Indians to adopt these proposals in a cheerful and unquestioning spirit. 
They need not enquire whether these are good or bad, Any discussion as to 
their merits and demerits would be sheer impertinence on the part of the 
Indians. 

The Commission have proposed. to raise the pass marks in English at the 
Entrance examination from 33 tv 40 per cent, Under the existing rule, the 
cases of failure amount to 66 per cent of the number of boys who present 
themselves for examination. But if, as is proposed, the pass marks are 
raised to 40, the cases of failure will very probably exceed 80 per cent, 
If effect be given to the Commission’s recommendations, the doors of the 
University will, in a manner, be closed to native boys, and children of the 
middle classes will be denied all education. But what, if it came even to that? 
The people of this country will, indeed, at the beginning, apprehend injury 
from the change, but when they will see the University turning out a number 
of prodigies of learning, they will in their ecstasy completely forget their own 
hunger and thirst and the degradation of their illiterate children and will, after 
praising the Commission with a hundred mouths, proceed to raise the banner 
of its victory. Thus will the big drum of high education come to be sounded 
in India. 


17. The Jyoti (Chittagong | of the 11th September, along with a Musal- 


man correspondent, takes strong objection to the 
Proposed theatrical perform- 


proposed theatrical performances by the boys of the 
pov, Hogg boys of the Chitta- Chittagong College and collegiate school, on the 


ground that such amusements are prohibited to 

Musalmans in their religious books, and are calculated to produce bad effects 
on the morals of boys of all religious persuasions. 

18. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 11th September recommends Babu 


Haran Chandra Rakshit, the translator of Shakes- 
ye ebe Haran Chandra Rakshit, peare into Bengali and author of many other books, 
Bengali. mon Of Sausespeare ™ for a Government pension. Never having tried 

to earn a fortune by writing school-books, Haran 
Babu has always been a devotee of high literature. He is, therefore, a poor 
man cultivating a fine art in the midst of harrowing mundane cares. Haran 
Babu is now engaged in writing a history of Benguli literature in the Victorian 
era. Government will do honour to all literary men, if it makes a substantial 
recognition of Haran Babu’s labours. 

19. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 12th September has the 


“ we 7 following :— 
e recommendations ofr the : . 
Universities Commission. If you can give no alms to a poor beggar, 


do not, at least, set your dog upon him. If you 
have not the wish or the power to do good, at least keep yourself quiet and 


do not endeavour to do harm. 

If a poor boy does not possess extraordinary merit and secure a scholarship 
by standing high at the Entrance examination, he must give up all hope of 
receiving a high education. But may we ask, how many of the men now 
living in Calcutta, who have attained to a high position by means of their 
education, obtained scholarships at the Entrance examination? It is an 
admitted fact that many students who cannot show their merit at the Entrance 
examination, in consequence of the limited scope of that examination, show 
better results in the College classes, partly in consequence of the development 
of their faculties and partly on account of the range of studies being extended 
to subjects congenial to their tastes and faculties. In fact, the most invidious 
thing in the recommendations of the Universities Commission is the distinction 
it has made between the rich and the poor. Under Hindu rule none but 
Brahmans were allowed to read the Vedas. A Sudra, who ventured to read the 
Vedas, had his tongue out off. <Are those bygone days coming back again ? 
The Hindus, who had a knack about dividing and sub-dividing themselves into 
castes and classes, restricted learning and culture to one caste only. The 
English rulers of to-day are going to do the same in respect of the peo le of 
India, their only difference from the Hindu rulers being that, unlike the 
latter, they, a money-making nation as they are, take wealth and poverty 28 


U 
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the determining principles of the classes which they create, and want to restrict 
learning to one of such classes. _ nee 

We would have simply laughed over the Commission’s reasons for recom- 
mending an increase in College fees, as the senseless talk. of mad men, if it 
had not had # close bearing upon the interests of the Musalman community. 
Indeed, the Commission could not have incurred more ridicule if it had said 
that a student must not enter a class-room in a College without wearing a 
dhuti, worth not less than five rupees. It is fortunate for the people of India 
that the Commission has not insisted on students using gold pens and gold 
ink-pots and reading books bound in gold. ; 

Curtailment of high education will injure.the Musalman community more 
than any other, The Musalmans are the poorest people in India, and their 
poverty is due entirely to their want of education. They proved themselves 
their own enemy by neglecting English education at the commencement of 
British rule. They have just risen from their long sleep and have been looking 
with wonder at the welfare and aes. gg A of other communit'cs. To put a 
eheck upon their education now would be to drive them back into the darkness 
from which they are just emerging. 

20. The Baxgavusi [Calcutta] of the 13th September supports a prayer 
which is about to be made to Government for the 
grant of a literary pension to Babu Haran Chandra 
Rakshit, the translator of Shakespeare into Bengali. 
The writer, however, ventures to point out that considering the prevailing 
high prices and the daily iacreasing difficulty of supporting oneself in anything 
like a decent style on a low income, the amounts of the literary pensions 
which have been up to this time granted by Government muet be regarded 
as extremely inadequate. Such a pension should amount to at least Rs. 250 
a month. And if Government be pleased, as it is earnestly hoped it will be 

leased, to grant the petition about to be made on behalf of Babu Haran 

handra, it is respectfully asked to favour him with suci un allowance as may 
free him from all anxiety on the score of necessary expenses and make it 
possible for him to devote the remaining years of his life to literature. 

The Editor hears that two other authors will shortly approach Government 
~ similar petitions and hopes that the deserving alone will meet with 

avour. 

21. The same paper writes as follows:— 

; We have been alarmed and astonished at the 

vortifien Commision Of the Uni- recommendation of the Universities Commission 
that ‘‘ fees should be paid terminally in advance, and 

that the question of the amount, if any, to be refunded on the transfer of a 
student should be decided by the College”’ The adoption of this recommend- 
ation will make it impossible for the majority of Indian students to prosecute a 
College career. Though there are some long vacations in the Indian Colleges, 
they do not hold their sessions by ‘‘terms.” In the Calcutta Medical College, 


A literary pension for a Bengali 
writer. 


_ fees have to be paid half-yearly in advance. Will the session of the Indian 


Colleges, in accordance with the practice of that College, be divided into two 
terms of six months each? More probably, the period from one long vacation 
to another will be constituted into a term. One term will then consist of the 
period from June tothe Pujz vacation; another of the period from the end 
of the Puja vacation to the Christmas holidays; and a third of the period from 
January to June. On taking one’s admission into a College, one will have 
then to pay in advance his fees for four or five months together; and that will 
be a very serious matter, indeed. For 90 per cent of Indian students, 
it will be impossible to pay at the beginning of aterm the whole of the fees 
for that term. If a similar rule had prevailed in the past, many of the eminent 
native gentlemen who are now filling posts of high Court Judges, Subordinate 
Judges, Deputy Magistrates and Munsifs and many of those who have attained 
to eminence as lawyers would have been deprived of the opportunity of receiving 
that education which has been the means of securing to them their present 
high positions in the country. Government may make an enquiry into the 
matter, if it likes. Most poor students in this country find it hard to procure 
even a month’s fee To them, it will he simply impossible to pay five or six 
months’ fees in one instalment. The adoption of this recommendation will, 
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in fact, considerably reduce the field of high education. It is impossible to 
believe that the learned members of the Commission made this recommend. 
ation with a knowledge of the consequences it will produce. Anxious as the 
all are for the spread of education in the country, a recommendation like this 
can be attributed to nothing but their ignorance of the country and its people. 
A similar proposal for the payment of College fees terminally in advance wag 
made in Bengal when Sir Alfred Croft was Director of Public Instruction. 
But, with his usual insight, Sir Alfred saw the impracticability of the proposal 
and disapproved of it, saying that poor as the people of this country were they 
would not be able to pay the College fees of their boys for four or five months 
together. It is, therefore, to be hoped that Government will not adopt this 
recommendation. | 7 : ; 
Again, the recommendation that ‘ the amount of fee, if any, to be 
refunded on the transfer of a student should be decided by the College,” would 
seem to indicate that the Commission is not much in favour of refunds on 
transfers of students, But why a student should forfeit any portion of hig 
fees on taking a transfer is not quite clear. The truth is that this matter 
ought not to be left to the discretion of the College authorities. It is hoped 
Lord Curzon will not adopt this recommendation also. 
22, The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 13th September recommends Babu 
: Haran Chandra Rakshit, the Bengali novelist and 
Recommendation for a literary translator of Shakespeare, for a literary pension on 
ius the occasion of the Delhi Coronation Darbar. 


(q)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


23. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 9th September complains of 
the bad condition of the road between opalpur 
Foeend road in the Mymensingh and Porabari in the Mymensingh district. In 
istrict. | : 
many places the road has been made almost im- 
passable by accumulated mud and water. One of the bamboo bridges over the 
road has given way. There should be two more bridges and culverts over it 
for the passage of the water in the adjacent fields. | 
24, The same paper complains of the extremely bad condition of the 
; 3 important road between the Bausi railway station 
aa, bad road in the Mymensingh and the Dighpait village in the Mymensingh 
istrict. . ° ° 
| district, The small repairs that are madé every 
year are quite insufficient, The drainage pipes under it fail to carry off the 
water of the fields between the villages Sanakari and Kodala in sufficient 
uantities to prevent the road from being broken by its force in the rains. 
A pucca Nah ts or at least a wooden bridge should be constructed at the place. 
The road has a large cart and passenger traffic, which is ‘greatly inconvenienced 
by its being in a bad condition. A small bridge should also be constructed 
over it in the Kodala village, and its level should be raised in the fields west of 
the Dighpait village. ‘This year the road has given way between Sonakari 
and Kodala and all sorts of traffic have been stopped. At least a bamboo 
bridge should soon be constructed at the place. | 
25. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th September 
complains that at the Benares station on the Oudh- 
Rohilkhund Railway, the constables who guard the 
passages to the ticket stall and platforms do not allow passengers free ingress 
arid egress, and thereby create opportunities for levying blackmail. The 
correspondent watched the constables at the ticket stall realise about two or 
three rupees from passengers within a space of half an hour, 


A railway complaint. 


VI,—MIscELLANEOUS, 


26, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Aranda Bazar Patria [Calcutta] of the 
10th September writes as follows :— 

The arguments which have been made use of 
by Lord Curzon to demonstrate the necessity and 
usefulness of the approaching Delhi Darbar do not appear to us to be either 
sound or irrefragable. We are, on the contrary, convinced that those argu: 
ments will not satisfy the Indian public, 


Lord Curzon’s defence of the 
Delhi Durbar. 
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His Lordship says that Lord Lytton has proved that the Indian le 
have been immensely benefited by the Im I Assemblage of 187 H - We 
should have been extremely obliged to His Lordship if he h brought forward 
proofs in support of this assertion. His Lordship has not specified the benefits 
that Indians have derived from Lord Lytton’s Imperial capers ¥ or the 
benefits which they are ae to derive from hisown Darbar. We can, however, 
prove that since that Assemblage was held, Indians have been deprived of many 
of the political privileges which they enjoyed before. mee ; 

Before the Imperial Assemblage was held, the dignity of many native 
princes was superior to that of even the Viceroy, but since then those princes 
have lost that dignity. Before that Assemblage was held, natives could carry 
arms quite as freely as Englishmen, but Lord Lytton disarmed them by 
passing the Arms Act, and it need hardly be said that the effect of the passing 
of that Act has been to deprive Indians almost entirely of their manliness. 
It was immediately after the holding of the Imperial Assemblage that the plea 
of Indian disaffection was raised, and on that plea their freedom has been 
interfered with by means of: various enactments. In fact it 1s well known to 
everybody that that Assemblage has done us nothing but harm, and we are 
unable to understand how Lord Curzon insists that it has been productive of 
numerous benefits to the Indians. 

His Lordship tells us that it is his firm conviction that the mt apa 
Darbar will prove an even more prolific source of benefits, But what are the 
benefits that are expected from it? If he had told us that on this occasion 
Indians would be accorded the full measure of liberty enjoyed by Englishmen 
or that the Proclamation of 1858 would be ratified anew, or that all distinction 
between native and European as regards judicial trial and employment in the 
public service would be abolished, or that Indians would be admitted to the 
army like Englishmen, or that they would be at liberty to carry arms, or that 
self-government in the true sense of the word would be introduced into the 
country, we could have appreciated the force of his contention. But since he is 
silent on such points, he cannot blame Indians if they do not display any 
enthusiasm in behalf of his Darbar, 

One of the principal benefits of the Darbar insisted upon by the Viceroy is 
that it will bring about friendJy relations between the different native princes 
by throwing them into one another’s company for a space of 15 days, It is 
certainly most desirable that there should be friendly relations between the 
different native princes. But there is little likelihood of that end being 
furthered by a vast assemblage like this in which every prince will be too 
busy with his own affairs to find much time for the cultivation of friendly 
relations. That end may really be furthered if native princes are allowed 
to see one another out of the presence of their Political Agents. Is Lord 
Curzon propared to allow the native princes to do that? 

_ There is one objection to tho Darbar which Lord Curzon has omitted to 
_ notice. The princes, zamindars and other high dignitaries in this count 
are not well off. Most of them are over head and ears in debt. They will 
have therefore to borrow money for their journey to and residence in Delhi. 


One of the most serious objections to the Darbar is that it will involve many 


princes and zamindars in ruinous expenses which will remain unpaid’ for 

generations, and that many of them will pesnags be reduced to the necessity of 
oppressing their subjects cr tenants to find the money which they will require, 

27. The Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 11th September says that the members 

mes titeed tees teen ~ hp British Indian Association haye desired to 

represent the citizens of Calcutta? oid an evening arty in honour of Maharaj Kumar 

Pradyot Kumar Pontes, who has recently returned 

from England where he was sent by the Government of India to represent the 

town of Calcutta at the Coronation. But it is surprising that populer leaders 

like Babu Surendra Nath reer and Bhupendra Nath Basu have been taking 

an active part in the matter. | " 


the people of Calcutta, although it is doubtful whether if left to their own 


choice, the people of Calcutta would unanimously elect him as their represent- - 


ative. But his adopted son isin no wise fitto be their representative. Cal- 
cutta is not merely the residence of rich people; it is the first city in Bengal, 
if not, in all India. The fact of being the son of a zamindar cannot therefore 


aharaja Jatindra Mohan Tagore may represent — 
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be the only qualification required of one who would desire to represent it. 

What has the Maharaj Kumar done for which he can represent the people of 

Calcutta? Government can nominate him to represent Calcutta, but he is 

not fit to be the representative of the citizens of Calcutta, Self-advertisement 

and love of titles are the zamindar’s mania, but why should popular leaders join 

them in their hobbies. 
28. The same paper writes as follows:— 


; Lord Curzon has, in his speech in the Supreme 

prgrd, Carson's defence of the YT eoislative Council, tried to defend the amaing 
Delhi Darbar on the ground that whereas “ ey 

chief in India—the illustration may even be carried as far as the titled. noble- 
men and zamindars—does * * * bring himself into communion with his people 
in a ceremony of public solemnity and rejoicing after he has succeeded to hi 
estate, * * * and the installation Darbar is an accepted and acceptable feature 
of ceremonial life from one end of the country to the other, * * * how much 
more important and desirable it is that the ape should obtain in the 
highest.” But His Excellency has not been able to answer the question, why 
should His Majesty be crowned twice ? 

His Excellency has assured us that the results of the Darbar would be good. 
We shall be glad to see even 30 crores of rupees spent in the Darbar if His 
Excellency proclaims there that henceforth the Proclamation of 1858 would be 
followed to the letter, no distinction would be made between an Indian and 
an Englishman, and India would no longer be considered as a conquered 
country, but as a part and parcel of the British Empire. 

His Excellency has, moreover, said that the Darbar will serve to bring 
the different parts of the British Empire into greater closeness with each 
other. But how can there be such closeness so long as Englishmen will louk 
down upon Indians as a conquered race? But if the Darbar does produce the 
salutary effect of effacing the distinction of colour, we shall welcome it with 
all our heart. | 

We heartily thank His Excellency for the Art Exhibition which is to be 
held at Delhi on the occasion of the Darbar. 

We have no objection to His Excellency’s holding the Darbar if there is 
no prospect of famine in the couniry, as His Excellency has assured us in his 
speech. But if the Darbar cannot give Indians equal rights with Englishmen, 
it will ever be condemned as an ineffectual and useless ceremony. 

29. The Ahsan-ul-Akhbar [Calcutta] of the 12th September has the 

tut 0 V; ; following :— : 

— ee When the people of India heard of the appoint- 

ment of Lord Curzon as Viceroy and Governor- 
General, they thought that they would get one of the fittest English statesmen 
to deal with the pressing questions of the Indian administration, and hoped that 
he would do much service to the country. But the native press warned the 
Indians that their hopes were premature, because the Viceroys who had gone 
before Lord Curzon had also promised many things, but had actuelly done 


very little. When Lord Curzon, after assuming charge of his office, gave us 


in his speeches the promise that he intended really to do good to India, we 
believed that he had come to India as an angel sent by God to remove our 
rievances. He promised, above all, to reform education and the police. 
ut the manner in which he is going to reform University education will deal 
a death blow to high education. 
30. The AHitavadi CCareata of the 12th September has the following :— 
The speech recently made by Lord Curzon 
regarding the Delhi Darbar was not, in all its parts, 
so full of substance as it was pleasing to the ear. 
We cannot deny that a Darbar, attended with all the pomp, grandeur and 
festivities, worthy of the Emperor of India, ought to be held in India on the 
present occasion. But that does not make it necessary that there should be 
no talk about the people’s sorrows, hardships and anxieties. Let. a Darbar 
with its attendant festivities be held. We do not oppose it, But should 
we show to the people all the world over, who shall eagerly look towards 
Delhi, only the light side of the picture? It is true the wealth of the 
Emperor of India is boundless, but can that fact console the Indians for their 


The Viceroy’s defence of the 
rbar. 
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‘series? Is alo the fact of hundreds of factories manufacturing carriages 


ina tents for the- Darbar a sign of the prosperity of the country? The 


-eroy might also have said that compositors, proprietors of newspapers and 
Me Bi in Delhi would earn a good deal of money on the occasion of the 
Darbar. But could that in any any way increase the prosperity of the cay ay A 
he Viceroy has, in fact, appealed more to the imagination than to the judg- 

of the public. 

ws The Bangavasi [Caloutta] of the 13th September draws attention 
to the fact that among the native editors invited 
to the Delhi Darbar there are many orthodox 
Hindus, who daily worship the god Siva with 
flowers and bel leaves, who never touch Liverpool salt, imported sugar, masur 
pulse, buffalo’s milk or lime made from sbells. On the occasion of the Darbar 
of 1877, meat used to be brought for orthodox Hindus from the temple of 
Kali, at a distance of two miles from the editors’ camp. In the ensuing Darbar, 
too, Government should provide proper food for orthodox Hindu editors. 

32. The Pratwas: ‘Caleutta,) of the 15th September has the fol- 


Provision of food for orthodox 
Hindu editors at the Darbar. 


lowing :— | 
The exponse of the Delhi Dar- Considering how very ignorant the people of 
- this country are of even the fundamental principles 


of political economy, Lord Curzon’s recent speech about the Delhi Darbar is 
calculated to do more harm than good. ‘That some money ought to be spent to 
maintain the King’s prestige and dignity and that such expense is calculated 
to benefit the community has been admitted by Adam Smith himself. Indeed, 
no one would have objected to the expense Lord Curzon proposes to incur in 
connection with the Delhi Darbar, if India had not been so frequently visited 
by famine, and if news of gloomy prospects had not already heen received 
from several provinces. To justify the large expense of the Darbar on the 
ground that it will put some money into the pockets of Indian labourers and 
manufacturers is to betray an ignorance of the most elementary principles of 
political economy. ‘There is an impression that money drawn out of the 
pockets of the rich on any account serves to benefit the country. But this 
is a wrong impression and it ought to be removed. Money can be either 
well spent or ill spent. An investment which brings no profit is a mere waste 
of money, and political economists do not approve of the investment of money 
in things which afford no opportunities for productive labour. Five hundred 
rupees spent on fire-works does, indeed, put something into the pockets of 
fire-work manufacturers and vendors of sulphur and saltpetre. But the man 
who spends the money loses it, and has no hope whatever of getting the smallest 
return from it. The amount, if invested in a profitable business, would 
have increased itself and given more and more employment to productive 
labour. But spent as it is, it is simply wasted. Money spent on festivities 
may serve as a temporary stimulant to decaying arts and industries, but 
it is likely to be, in the end, attended with a severe reaction. No improvement 
of arts and industries, which means also improvement of the condition of the 
labourers engaged in them, can be effected without capital. A teznporary 
demand for a thing does not mean an improvement in the industrial condition 
of a country. Such temporary demand does not lead to the investment of 
fresh capital, but serves only to transfer capital for a time from one industry 
to anothur and, while Piving temporary employment to men engaged in one 
industry, throws out of employment for the same period a number of men 


engaged in another. Such atemporary demand for a commodity does more 
harm than good to a country. 


33. ‘The same paper has the following in English :— 


| We gladly publish the following communica- 


We live, they say, to learn. But it seem h lived too | 
if we have not lived to see the Kingdom of Waaven pete tt py a ae ped 
realisation of the poet’s dream— 


** The war-drum throbb’d no 1 
and the battle-flags were wa 
In the Parliament of man, the 
Federation of the world.” 


‘Our Congressmen and the 
Pradyot Kumar reception.’ | 
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we have lived to see a thousand years of wpe 4 destroy all trace of 
individuality, adherence to principle, and sense of -respect in the Indian 
character. 

In India the submerged ten thousand have always been fleeced, re-fleeced 
and re-refleeced by a handful of men. And for some time it has been tho 
policy of the Government to safeguard the interests of the mass against the 
incursions of this class by decreeing a divorce between the interests of the 
two and thereby removing an uncalled for anomaly. When the Congress 
movement was ushered in with a flourish of trumpets, we hoped that it would do 
at least one good—that of safeguarding the interests and giving expression to 
the opinions of the mass. Of the people and for the people as we are, we 
rejoiced to find the Congress slowly freeing itself from the overshadowing 
influence of the so-called aristocracy. Some of the excesses in which the 
leaders indulge, we even put down as ebullitions of youth. The secession of 
the aristocracy from the movement we considered to be- most fortunate. 
For, we thought, the time had come when the Congress should boldly declare 
ita principles, take one side and cease to sit on the stile in an attitude of 
undecided suspense. But ‘‘ what shadows we are, and what shadows we 
pursue!”? We were doomed to disappointment, for in our exultation we had 
forgotten the fact that adherence to principle is a thing unknown to us. And 
the splendid house of cards we have reared has come down, now that we find 
the Congress leaders shouting and touting for alliance before the gates of the 
titled ‘‘ aristocracy,” and bending their stiff knees before the golden calf. 

None of the Congress leaders has more reason to be thankful to the 
ople than Babu Surendra Nath Banerjea. ‘The career of no one else had 
een watched with such sympathetic interest by the people. None else has 

received such sympathy at the hands of the people. No one else has shared 
their confidence like him. When Mr. Banerjea was dismissed from the Civil 
Service the Vidyasagar who received him with open arms was the very reverse 
of an “aristocrat.” When Babu Surendra Nath was sent to jail for “ disre- 
garding the commonest considerations of decency and prudence” among those 
who shouted themselves hoarse over his *‘ triumph,” not one ‘‘ aristocrat” could 
be found. The people have made Babu Surendra Nath what he is, Neither he 
nor the movement to which he has devoted his energy, his leisure, his ambition 
is looked upon favourably by the title-hunting “aristocracy ” whose highest 
ambition seems to be tq please the powers that be. And up to very recently 
he too had proved proof against the temptation of an aristocratic alliance. 
Shunned by the “aristocracy,” he too had not much respect for them. The 
climax was reached when last year Babu Surendra Nath saw Maharaja 
Jotendra Mohan Tagore Bahadur to get something for the Congress coffers. 
But “J. through Mr. W. C. Bonerjce” was no more to figure on the Congress 
accounts, and Babu Surendra Nath came away disgraced, bearing a load of 
humiliation which was painful to his friends and admirers and which must 
have been galling to his own sense of self-respect. But it seems the Indian 
Universities Commission have made the Congress leaders seek the alliance of 
the big folks of British Indian Street. Mr, A. Chowdhury, who had styled the 
British Indian people “political pantaloons,”’ was the mover of a resolution 
at a meeting presided over by the guiding spirit of the British Indian Associa- 
tion. The meeting was an instance how interest will 


‘* Alchemise old hates into the gold 
Of Love, and make it current.” 


We find Babu Surendra Nath who had supported every action of the Viceroy; 
the Victoria Memorial Hall not excepted, and praised him with true oriental 

exaggeration level his attacks against him. What is more we find Babu 
- Surendra Nath taking a prominent part in the reception to be given to the 
son of the Maharaja Tagore from whose gates he had to come back. covered 
with disgrace. Was the Proneer far wrong when it said that young Bengal 
would see that Bal Gangadhar ‘Tilak is a more consistent leader than Babu 
Surendra Nath? 

Of late the relations of the Amrita Bazar Patrika with the Congress people 
have not been very cordial. Its canstic criticisms have been stigmatised 
‘‘croakings.” But apart from that, what has made the I-care-nobody Editor 
of the Patrika offer ovations to this young man who has done nothing to gail 
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it. supporting the obnoxious Vernacular Press Act, if the. Maharaja Tagore 
had pete sre to injure the interests of anybody, it was the interest of the 
Vernacular press in general, and the interest of the Patrika in particular. Has 
Babu Matilal so soon forgotten the memory of the day when he came weeping 
from the Council Chamber to declare to his friend, gre and philosopher 
that the Bill had been d with indecent hurry, and the ‘‘ap-ke-wasta 
aristocrat, the occupier of the musnad of Babu Prasanna Kumur Tagore, had 
turned traitor to his country’s cause? Has the favour granted to the Pairika 
by the Bhopal Government and the Cashmere Darbar convinced the Pa trika- 
eople that by compelling them to convert the Vernacular sheet into an 
English weekly the supporters of the Bill had only pushed them to prosperity ? 
Let us assure the Pairika that as long as it continues to watch the interests 
of the people, so long only will it be regarded to be the organ of the people 
and not longer. As the lion cannot make the leopard change his spots, so the 
favours of no ‘“‘aristocrat”—whose a is bought either with money or 
with soul and not by a career of glorious usefulness—can quicken with life a 
uppet. 
a We ae used to seeing ignoble change of front in some of our “veteran” 
journalists. But there should be at least a show of decency in it. Let them 
pursue their career of selfishness. But the less they talk of the country and 
their countrymen, the better for us all. ; 

There is yet another Congressman who is taking a very prominent part in 
the reception. Born of the people and trusted by people, Babu Bhupendra 
Nath Basu could have commanded the respect of the ple had he but 
cultivated the virtues of discretion and moderation. What has led Babu 
Bhupendra Nath, who is no longer an upstart young man having nothing to 
lose, take such a prominent part in the reception to be given to the son of 
the Maharaja whose attitude towards the movement which has given Babu 
Bhupendra Nath position and reputation has already been referred to. Babu 
Bhupendra Nath is not a landed proprietor, and there can be no community 
of interest between him and the Maharaj Kumar. The Kumar is not a 
lawyer, so they are not brothers in the same profession. Then is it the desire 
to hobnob with the “aristocrats” that has induced Babu Bhupendra Nath to 
kick the ladder when he has reached what he thinks to be the top? But we 
have never known him cultivating the art of fawning upon and flattering the 
titled ‘‘ aristocracy.” We have heard him declare that the Congress has done 
without them in the past, the Congress will do without them in the future. 
And we know him too well to delude ourselves into the belief that this shrewd 
man of business has so far forgotten himself as to think of the decorations 
that are flying in the air and will settle down in the Delhi Darbar Hall. We 
know that he has true worth. He is comparatively young, and we can safely 
ask him to remember the advice Mr. Lal Mohan Ghose once gave to a partisan 
of the Maharaja Tagore, ‘ Allegiance to power is good, but it should be made 
second to allegiance to principle.” 

In this connection we cannot help congratulating a true and tried Congress 
leader—Babu Nalin Behari Sircar—a man who has sound principles and sticks 
to them. It is a great relief to know that he at least has not taken a part in 
this reception to be given to a young man who had the audacity to call his 
fellow-countrymen ‘My people” in England, and whose services to his 
country are not worth more than the paper they are recorded upon. 


Urtya Papers, 
34. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 6th September is sorry to learn that 
ite ine alter the present stock of Orissa salt is exhausted, 


no more Orissa salt will be found available for sale 
in the market, and that the natives of Orissa, though residing on the sea-board, 


will have to depend on foreign salt for one of the necessaries of life. The 


writer appeals to Government and prays that permission be given for the 
manufacture of salt in Orissa. | ; 
35. Referring to the last visit of the Lieutenant-Governor to Orissa, the 
ons ,_..,, §&me paper states that it is very difficult to answer 

e Lieutenant-Governor's visit the oft-repeated uestion asked by many “ what h 
to Orissa. ; q ee 4 y i 
the Lieutenant-Governor done for Orissa?” His 
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Honour explained the objects of his visit in his first speech, but the people 
wanted to know His Honour’s views regarding the insult and injury inflicted on 
the Puri Raja by the District Magistrate of that place and the high price of rice 
since the last | Mer ng which has made it very difficult for the poorer classes in 
Orissa to keep their body and soul together. The transfer of Mr. Garrett to 
Jessore as a Joint-Magistrate, no doubt, notifies the displeasure of Government, 
but the Sub-Deputy Collector and the Police Inspector concerned should have 
been placed under suspensiun pending the result of the criminal trial, which they 
are to undergo at no distant date. The writer compares the tours of the present 
Governors with those of the past and states that they are now so planned and 
controlled by district officers as to impart to them a stereotyped character, 

iving little or no opportunity to the aggrieved to ventilate their grievances 

fore His Honour. In bygone days Governors used to receive petitions 

either themselves or through their Secretaries, and though, as a consequence, 
many ill-conceived petitions used to tax their time and energy, they had 
ample opportunity to study the inner workings of the hearts of the people, 
with whose care they were entrusted, and the actual state of the count 
whereas in the present time district officers receive or determine the petitions 
intended for presentation, while the police make it difficult for anybody to 
reach the Lieutenant-Governors in any way. Thus the present tours, though 
made pleasant in every way, lack in usefulness in many respects. Subjects 
unpalatable to district officers or matters in which they are personal 
interested can never reach the ears of Governors. The writer concludes his 
article by stating that the particular attention which His Honour paid to the 
workmen in the workshop of the Hon’ble Mr. M. S. Das has raised hopes in 
the minds of the native artificers, who think that His Honour will do some- 
thing substantial for them. 

36. Referring to the grant of four lakhs for primary education in Bengal, 
the Samvad Vahika of the 4th September states that 
this timely help may give stability to many village 
pathsalas, of which 2,000 are reported to have been abolished last year. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengal Translator. 
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